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What is happening in RoPP? 

Our committee met with mayor Dick Gross and councillors Bernadene Voss, Tim Baxter and 

Andrew Bond on 3 December. The purpose of the meeting was to share our concerns about 

the high cost of council rates and establish whether the council members are open to working 

with us to reduce rates and council spending.  

We are pleased to report that our meeting was productive and the councillors acknowledged 

that rates are a very important issue and they have agreed to meet with us once a month 

during 2019 to work on a plan to reduce rates and spending. Our goal is to bring Port Phillip 

spending into line with our neighbouring councils of Bayside, Glen Eira and Stonnington as a 

starting position. We are hopeful of a constructive and collaborative relationship and we will 

evaluate the success of this initiative by evidence of a meaningful rate reduction for the 2019-

20 financial year.   

Invitation to attend a public meeting of RoPP  

Members and guests of RoPP are welcome to 

attend our first public meeting at the Mary Kehoe 

Community Centre, 224 Danks Street, Albert Park at 

6:30-7:30 pm on Wednesday 30 January 2019. 

Please be aware of parking restriction in the area.  

Please RSVP by sending an email to 

cdspence@optusnet.com.au before 5pm on 

Thursday 24 January. We will share our objectives, 

action plan and hear what you have to say.  

 

Council wage hike exposed  

We have been given an interesting newspaper article from the Herald Sun (13 May 2018 - 

see below) that exposes a massive blowout in wages costs for councils across Victoria. Port 
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Phillip Council is no exception as it has budgeted wages expenditure of $95.6 million for the 

2018-19 year which represents a 9% increase over the prior year wages of $87.8 million. The 

CoPP has budgeted to pay the salaries of 875 full time equivalents in 2018-19. The article 

recognises that ‘at a time of stagnant wage growth, when ordinary Victorians are tightening 

their belt, the extravagant increase in labour expenditure warrants greater examination’. 

This article reflects the views of RoPP and we whole heartedly agree with the following two 

comments in the article:   

“Councils are increasingly populated by activists with delusions of grandeur who spend 

ratepayers’ resources to grandstand on issues of national and international significance, issues 

that have little to do with local government business”  

“Long-suffering ratepayers would appreciate councillors refocus on core council business that 

affect the daily lives of Victorians including the traditional three Rs of local government: 

rubbish, roads and rates”.  

 

 

New Members and Donations Welcome 

We are continuing to grow our memberships through word of mouth and thank you for telling 

friends and neighbours about RoPP and sharing our newsletters.  We encourage to you to 

continue spreading the word. We know that many ratepayers are not aware of the massive 

rate rises and suggest that you ask your friends and neighbours to check their rates notices 

over the last 2 or more years.  



Also thank you for your donations and for joining the Ratepayers of Port Phillip which is a not-

for-profit incorporated association. Your donation will be used to do everything possible to 

reduce your rates. RoPP committee and supporters are volunteers and the funds will be used 

to get the message out there, not Christmas parties, overseas travel, personal self-

development, virtue signalling or vanity projects. 

Your donations to help fund our activities such as maintaining the website, printing of 

materials to promote further memberships, hold meetings and to elect new Councillors who 

support our objectives.  

We would appreciate any donation (say $10, $20 or $50) no matter how small. Please make 

your donations to the following bank account:  

BSB: 063188  

Account no.: 10461095  

Account name: Ratepayers of Port Phillip 

 

Please note your donation is not tax deductable. Your support is vital in being able to bring 

these issues to the attention of ratepayers and to make the necessary changes within the 

council to reduce your rates. 

Are you a social media guru? 

We are looking for a member with social media skills to help our communications 

through newsletters website, Facebook and Twitter and another with a legal 

background to ensure we comply with relevant laws. If this is you, please contact us 

by emailing cdspence@optusnet.com.au or www.ratepayersofportphillip.org or 

calling 0414386198. 

Flyers for letterboxes  

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help distribute flyers. We should have the 

flyers in the next few days and I will be in contact with you to give you the flyers and 

a map of the areas that require a letterbox drop.  
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And finally, our committee would like 

to wish all the ratepayers and 

residents of Port Phillip a safe and 

enjoyable Xmas with family, loved 

ones, friends and others. 

Remember there are a number of 

volunteer activities available to assist 

others and places where food is 

welcomed if you have over catered. 


